One of the questions I am often asked is how the Science journals correct or retract papers. With the rapid analysis that can happen on social media, these questions are being raised faster than ever before. We don't seek to hide from these efforts: Image sleuth Elisabeth Bik (@MicrobiomDigest) recently stated on Twitter that she needed a list of journal editors' emails and I immediately responded with mine (which is not hard to find at right).
Science journals prefer to publish a retraction signed by all authors. Deciding to retract in cases where not all authors agree can require a lengthy investigation by universities. In such cases, we publish an Editorial Expression of Concern (EEoC) in the meantime, to quickly alert readers that concerns have been raised about the reported work. We hope that making this information available promptly helps mitigate the waste of time, effort, and funds by researchers who might otherwise base future work on papers that are later retracted. During my short time as editor-in-chief, when we have contacted universities to begin this process, I have been giving a deadline by which we will decide if we are going to proceed with an EEoC. After running academic units for the past 14 years, I know that it sometimes takes a nudge to get things to the top of an inbox. We also publish an EEoC when authors alert us to problems with their published paper and need time to determine whether the findings hold. Authors taking the initiative to correct the record strengthens the integrity of the scientific enterprise.
The year 2020 brings a presidential election to the United States and a time of transition across the Atlantic. There will be great opportunities for everyone to stand up for science and for their beliefs. Breakthroughs in all fields will continue with new ideas, insights, and applications, hopefully for the good of all members of society and for the Earth that we cherish. And it will be exciting for AAAS, as our new chief executive officer, Sudip Parikh, begins next week. I have known Sudip for 25 years and look forward to his generous and thoughtful leadership.
